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Study Guide for 

 

The Religious Community and Drone Warfare 

 

 
 

 

Produced by the Interfaith Network on Drone Warfare 

 

This study guide was prepared to help you lead a religious education class or other gathering at your 

congregation. Please show the 30 minute film The Religious Community and Drone Warfare. The URL where 

you can register to watch the film is www.interfaithdronenetwork.org. If you wish a DVD, please call 609-

924-5022 or email cfpa@peacecoalition.org. 

 

Other films produced by the Interfaith Network on Drone Warfare: 

Besides The Religious Community and Drone Warfare, the Interfaith Network on Drone Warfare has produced 

Moral and Safe?: War, Peace, Drone Warfare and the Religious Community. Moral and Safe? introduces drone 

warfare and includes voices from the military, the human rights community, and the religious community, all 

describing drone warfare from their perspectives.  

 

Those wishing to learn more about the victims of drone warfare in targeted countries and drone operators 

should watch Unmanned: America’s Drone Wars, Drone, or National Bird described on 

www.interfaithdronenetwork.org     

 

 

Settings for the film 

The film and discussion guide can be used in several settings: 

• Using the video and study guide in a one-hour regular religious education class 

• A specially organized event that will be more than an hour long 

• Men’s, women’s, or young adults’ organizations 

• A five session event (like a Lenten study) using our various videos 

• A study group at a local congregation that has study groups 

  

Introduction 

 

Make copies of fact sheet (pages 3 and 4) for each person likely to attend the film showing and discussion.  

 

Open with prayer or follow your tradition for the opening of any group. Hand out copies of the fact sheet. 

 

mailto:cfpa@peacecoalition.org
http://www.interfaithdronenetwork.org/
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Tell the group that we will watch the film now and then will have a discussion.  

 

Between screening the video and beginning your discussion, please pass out the sign-in sheet that asks for the 

person’s name, email, and phone number. It is found on page 5 of this study guide and online at 

http://bit.ly/INDWemails.  The names will be added to the contact list for the Interfaith Network on Drone 

Warfare to keep attendees updated on developments on drone warfare.  Once completed, please mail to Peace 

Action Education Fund, 40 Witherspoon St., Princeton, NJ 08542, along with your review of the event 

(http://bit.ly/INDWreview). Once we receive these two items, we will mail you a check for $100.  

 

 

After watching the film, lead a discussion using these questions: 

1. What were your reactions to the history of drone warfare? 

2. There has been an increasing number of drone operators who have developed Posttraumatic Stress 

Disorder. Why do you think that is the case?  

3. What is the harm caused by the use of drones being so secretive? 

4. What do you think it means to say “Kill one terrorist and create 10 terrorists?” This is sometimes known 

as “blowback.” 

5. Under President Obama, the government became more concerned about preventing civilian deaths. Why 

do you think that concern began to develop?   

6. What can be done to discourage other countries from developing lethal drones? Why are international 

agreements so important in controlling use of lethal drones? Do you agree with Col. Wilkerson that it is 

nearly inevitable that drone warfare will be used against the US unless we make agreements to globally 

ban or limit them? 

7. There is a debate within our political leadership about what provides real security for the United States.  

What is the best way to provide security for citizens and residents of the U.S. and for citizens of the 

world? 

 

 

 

The Interfaith Network on Drone Warfare is reachable at: 

 

Interfaith Network on Drone Warfare, a project of: 

Peace Action Education Fund 

40 Witherspoon St. 

Princeton, NJ 08542. 

609-924-5022 

www.interfaithdronenetwork.org 

http://bit.ly/INDWemails
http://bit.ly/INDWreview
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FACT SHEET ON DRONE WARFARE  

 

 

 

The History of Lethal Drones 

Israel was the first nation to develop armed drones by putting missiles on drones designed for intelligence 

gathering. After September 11, 2001, the U.S. moved quickly to produce its own armed drones. A growing 

number of nations, and even non-state actors, are now engaged in drone warfare.  

 

In 2002, the U.S. began engaging in drone warfare in Yemen.  There are two primary agencies conducting 

drone warfare – the U.S. military and the CIA.  Drone warfare has been carried out in war zones like Syria, Iraq 

and Afghanistan, as well as in non-war zones like Libya, Pakistan, Somalia, and Yemen.   

The Obama Administration put limits on the use of drone warfare to try to reduce civilian casualties and ordered 

that the White House make the final decisions on the use of lethal drones outside war zones. Beginning in 2013, 

the Obama Administration  prioritized the minimizing of civilian casualties and set up  new of rules for using 

lethal drones outside of war zones (outside of Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan). President Obama also stated that the 

White House would approve a list of targets.1 

The Trump administration is close to finishing a review that would make it easier for the Pentagon to launch 

drone strikes anywhere in the world, by increasing the threshold on acceptable civilian casualties and scaling 

back other constraints imposed by the Obama administration, according to senior U.S. officials.2 

The proposed changes would empower the Pentagon to make decisions on targets without approval from the 

White House and potentially scrap the “near-certainty” standard of no civilian deaths for strikes outside war 

zones. The Trump administration’s’ plans are also likely to relax the requirement that potential terror targets 

pose a “continuing and imminent threat” to U.S. personnel. Senior U.S. officials said that President Trump will 

probably shift final approval for individual strikes from the White House back to the Pentagon and the CIA, 

where they resided before the new rules were imposed.3  

 Reasons to ban or limit the use of lethal drones: 

1. Because lethal drones are so easy and cheap to use, it is tempting to expand warfare into non-war zones 

thereby increasing the likelihood that the U.S. will resort to war. 

2. Though it is possible to kill terrorist leaders with lethal drones, drones cannot kill an extremist 

movement. In fact, the opposite is likely – drone attacks increase the determination of the terrorist and 

increases the number of extremists. There is an expression that says “Kill a terrorist; create ten more.” 

Drones do not kill violent ideology; they generate hatred and mistrust of America. 

3. Though the number of civilian casualties, including children, may be smaller than those resulting from 

the use of other weapons, the weapon is not as precise as the government claims. As of 2013, Senator 

Lindsay Graham (R – SC) indicated that there were 4,700 civilians killed as a result of drone warfare. 

4. Outside of war zones the use of lethal drones are extrajudicial killings that amount to assassinations. 

5. Lethal drones terrorize civilian populations. Communities are traumatized by the sound of drones 

overhead for extended periods of time. They may also see an explosion killing or wounding numerous 

people, many of them civilians.  

6. Drones are proliferating. More than 80 countries currently have lethal drones. It is increasingly likely 

that lethal drones will be used against the U.S. The world urgently needs strong international agreement 

banning or limiting the use of lethal drones. 

                                                 
1 Greg Jaffee and Karen DeYoung, “Trump Administration Reviewing Ways to Make it Easier to Launch Drone Strikes,” Washington Post, March 13, 2017. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
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7.  Drones are not the last resort. They have become the first resort. 

8. Increasingly, drone strikes do not target particular individuals but instead target particularly types of 

people, such as males of military age, assuming that any male of military age is an enemy  

9. The use of drones is not transparent. The U.S. government has kept much of this program secret. There 

is a disconnect between what Americans know and what the government is doing. It is difficult for 

Americans to publicly criticize drone warfare because they have very little information. When 

information has been made public because of litigation, policies have changed. 

10.  The use of drones directly harms attempts to promote human rights and the rule of law by violating 

international human rights law. 

11. Terrorist groups, like ISIS, now use lethal drones. 

12. Though drone operators cannot be killed or wounded, they are often damaged psychologically and some 

have been diagnosed with Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  

 

Most religions have raised questions about the morality of going to war. Most traditions believe that war is an 

evil, but the question that needs to be answered is “Is there ever a greater evil that requires the use of armed 

forces?” 

 

Some religious traditions say no, there is never a greater evil that requires the use of military force. The Peace 

Churches, like the Mennonites, Church of the Brethren and the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) have a 

long tradition of saying that war is never the answer. 

 

Other traditions say that sometimes the use of armed force is necessary. Catholics, most Protestants, Muslims, 

Sikhs and Jews claim that sometimes that there are just reasons for going to war. There are criteria that must be 

met in order to claim that a particular war is a just use of force including: Just Cause, Legitimate Authority, 

Right Intention, Probability of Success, Last Resort, and Proportionality.  This tradition is called the “Just War” 

tradition.  

 

In recent decades, the “Just Peace” theology has been emerging as a major new approach. This theology   

focuses on the elements that make for peace, instead of deciding when war might be justified. It states that it is 

necessary to address the root causes of war and to take steps that create peace. The steps that are suggested 

include: encouraging diplomacy, encouraging participation in peaceful conflict resolution (including 

marginalized groups), and providing additional funding to troubled areas to encourage economic development. 

 

Why do people of faith from the various perspectives above care about the Drone Warfare?  People of faith 

share common values from diverse traditions which go beyond national security objectives and national 

borders.  The intrinsic value of all humanity and creation compel faith communities to work for the common 

good of all people through the principles of love, mercy, just peace, solidarity, human dignity, restorative justice 

and reconciliation.  The U.S. practice of drone warfare is contrary to shared values which guide us, our faith 

communities, and most Americans.4    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 May 15, 2015 interfaith letter to President Barak Obama and U.S. Congress from 29 faith leaders representing Muslims, Jews, Catholics, Protestants and Sikhs 

Congregational Video Screening Sign-In Sheet 
PLEASE PRINT 

 

 

 

 

Name of Congregation:_________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code: __________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Interfaith Network on Drone Warfare, a project of: 
 

 

Peace Action Education Fund 

40 Witherspoon Street, Princeton, NJ 08542 

609-924-5022 • cfpa@peacecoalition.org  

www.interfaithdronenetwork.org 
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Name Email Zip Code 
   

   

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

Interfaith Network on Drone Warfare 
Please return completed sign-in sheet to:  

Peace Action Education Fund 

40 Witherspoon St. 

Princeton, NJ 08542 

609-924-5022 • cfpa@peacecoalition.org  

www.interfaithdronenetwork.org 

http://www.interfaithdronenetwork.org/

