
JustPeace Theological Developments 
A. Just Peacemaking Theory by G. Stassen, etc. 

1. 10 practices to make war less likely 
i. support nonviolent direct action;  

ii. take independent initiatives to reduce threat;  
iii. use cooperative conflict resolution;  
iv. acknowledge responsibility for conflict and injustice and seek repentance and forgiveness;  
v. advance democracy, human rights, and interdependence;  

vi. foster just and sustainable economic development;  
vii. work with emerging cooperative forces in the international system;  

viii. strengthen the UN and international efforts for cooperation and human rights;  
ix. reduce offensive weapons and weapons trade;  
x. encourage grassroots peacemaking groups and voluntary associations. 

2. Limits: includes armed intervention for certain cases, does not address broader category of violence; lacks attention to 
virtue, lacks key practices, lacks criteria for choosing action. 

B. Justpeace Criteria by M. Cusimano Love1 

1. She argues that these criteria apply to all stages of conflict.  

i. just cause- dignity, life, common good;  

ii. right intention- positive peace; 

iii. participatory process;  

iv. right relationship- vertical and horizontal;  

v. reconciliation;  

vi. restoration- material, psychological, spiritual;  

vii. sustainability  

2. These would function as criteria for determining specific actions or sets of actions we might choose in order to engage 

conflict before, during, or after violence breaks out. 

3. Should these replace “just war” criteria?  

C. Virtue of Nonviolent Peacemaking by E. McCarthy2 

1. Habit that realizes the good of conciliatory love drawing closer friends and enemies; and the truth of our equal dignity 
and ultimate unity 

2. Core Practices 
i. creating and using an optional Eucharistic prayer with explicit references to Jesus’ love of enemies, etc., as well as 

other types of meditation;  
ii. training/education in nonviolent peacemaking and resistance, including forming nonviolent peacemaking 

communities;  
iii. attention to religious or spiritual factors, especially in government policy discourse, and intra/er-religious 

dialogue;  
iv. constructive program or social uplift with particular focus on the poor and marginalized;  
v. conflict transformation and restorative justice;  

vi. unarmed civilian peacekeeping;  

vii. nonviolent civilian-based defense 
 

*For a synopsis of these developments see the blog entry “Beyond Just War: Pope Francis and JustPeace”3 
*For a JP approach to ISIS, Syria, and Drones see the footnote4 
 
Contact: Eli McCarthy, CMSM Director of Justice and Peace, emccarthy@cmsm.org  
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